Recipients of the Internationalization Curriculum Grants for 2008

Understanding the International Student Experience in the Classroom

Kathryn Gates, International Student Advisor’s Office

This project is focused on developing a greater understanding of the challenges international students face in the classrooms at UNB.  The project will primarily draw on the experience of international students who are currently studying here on campus.  The goal is to capture the “international student voices” that will provide greater understanding of the cultural/linguistic challenges international students face adapting to a western learning style.  This project also aims to identify, from an international student perspective, the teaching strategies that:

· enhance and encourage international student participation in class and in small groups 

· support students in overcoming cultural barriers to learning and developing critical thinking skills 

· help students adopt an educative approach to plagiarism 

· assist students to overcome linguistic barriers and make lectures accessible 

· prepare students for progressive assessment 

Raising the Intercultural Awareness of Computer Science Instructors

Dr. Ali Ghorbani, Faculty of Computer Science

The aim of this project is to raise the intercultural awareness of Computer Science instructors and to help them create course material that is relevant and inoffensive to all learners, is sensitive to their cultural values and which will broaden their horizons and world view.

The grant will be used to develop a handbook which will include the findings of previous research into the basic attributes of culture and their manifestations in the learning environment, as well as previous research into multicultural issues in instructional message design.  Additionally, the grant will enable research into the culture of Singapore (for a future project), the results of which will likewise, be included in the handbook.

Internationalizing the History of Sport, Recreation and Leisure

Dr. Fred Mason, Dr. Jim Sexsmith, Faculty of Kinesiology

RSS 2042 (History of Sport and Recreation) is an introductory course offering exposure to the roots of sport, recreation and human movement in the “western world.”  Spurred by student interests, the course is taking a more international focus.  The grant will place resources in the library on international topics in sport and recreation, especially in regard to Asia and South America, so that students may utilize them in writing major papers.  

Curriculum Enrichment with International Folk Dance 

Dr. Zsuzsanna Szabo-Nyarady, Faculty of Education
The purpose of this project is to increase the international content of our elementary teachers' movement education (ED3475) program. With increased immigration to New Brunswick, providing our future classroom teachers with the ability to teach more folk dances from around the world is a very positive step toward multiculturalism. The added bonus is the health benefit. Folk dances are great for aerobic fitness, sense of rhythm and co-operation. By providing our education students with resources and opportunities to learn more international folk dances a large number of elementary children will benefit.

