PARTNER INFORMATION [image: image1.png]UNB

UNIVERSITY OF
NEW BRUNSWICK





Name of Institution:
VRIJE



Country:


The Netherlands

Webpage:
 www.let.vu.nl/english


 
General information on the campus: For centuries Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands, has been a renowned cultural, scientific and commercial centre.  It was in the thriving atmosphere of this inspiring city that Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam opened its doors in 1880.  VU Amsterdam is special: its foundation was the result of one man’s initiative.  In 1878, theologian and statesman Dr. Abraham Kuyper led a group of orthodox Protestant Dutchmen to establish an association whose goal was the foundation of a free Christian university; ‘free’ in the sense of independent of church and state, and bound only by God’s word.  The university’s unique background has given rise to an organizational culture that embodies a distinctive approach is founded ona caring attitude, attention to students’ needs, and a socially responsible attitude towards developments in the wider world.  Such an approach necessarily entails a strong focus on the quality of education.
Language of instruction: English and Dutch

Number of students:  18,000
Faculties: open to Arts students
Educational/grading system: ECTS and VU Amsterdam’s grading system

	ECTS Grade
	Vrije Universiteit Grades (range 1-10)
	Definition

	A
	9 – 10
	EXCELLENT outstanding performance with only minor errors

	B 
	7.5 – 8
	VERY GOOD above average but with some errors

	C
	7 – 7.5
	GOOD generally sound work with a number of notable errors

	D 
	6 – 7
	SATISFACTORY fair but with significant shortcomings

	E
	5.5 – 6
	SUFFICIENT performance meets the minimum criteria

	FX
	4 – 5.4
	FAIL some more work required before the credit can be awarded

	F
	4 (or less)
	FAIL considerable further work is required


City Population: 742,951 or approximately 1.5 million in the greater Amsterdam area
Application process: 

The deadlines for application are May 31 for the first semester and October 31 for the second semester. 

Other information: Amsterdam is virtually unique in having all the advantages of a big city – culture, history, good food, entertainment and extensive public transport – with relatively few of the disadvantages.  It is physically small, relatively quiet and, thanks largely to its canals, has relatively little traffic.  Yet the city still has plenty to offer: a wide range of places of interest, historical monuments and over 50 museums.  Art and antiques are on sale in picturesque quarters, while the latest fashions and upmarket products abound in the chic shopping streets.  For a relaxed evening out, you can visit one of the city’s many cinemas or cosy cafes.  If clubbing is more your style, there is a large choice of dance venues and nightclubs.  In Amsterdam, boredom doesn’t come easily!

Semester Dates (for 2006-2007)
At the Faculty of Arts of the Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam the academic year is divided into two semesters. Each semester consists of two periods of seven weeks, followed by examinations in week eight. Each semester is followed by a study period of four weeks (period 3 and 6), designed to finish papers and study assignments or to participate in excursions and field trips.
	Preferred arrival date
	A week before the start of class

	Compulsory orientation date
	

	Classes start
	4 September

	Break (from- to)
	25-26 December, 8 January - 2 February (no classes), 6 - 9 April, 30 April, 5 May, 17 May, 27 and 28 May, 4 June - 29 June (no classes)

	Exams start and finish
	23 - 27 October, 18 - 22 December, 26 - 30 March, and 29 May - 1 June

	Departure date
	


Housing

	Type of student housing available (e.g. University residence halls, share flat)
	We would like to stress that, due to shortage; filling out a request form for accommodation does not necessarily guarantee a room. By signing the form students automatically comply with the rules and regulations. We advise foreign students to read these rules carefully. 
Reservations can only be made for a minimum period of one full calendar month up to a maximum period of twelve months. Our housing office only mediates for a room once. If you do not accept the offer or want to move to another room, you must find alternative accommodation by yourself. You can find more information on the types of accommodation, prices and rules & regulations at the following website: http://www.english.vu.nl/Prospective_students/index.cfm/

home_subsection.cfm/subsectionid/6ACB5AAB-7AE4-448A-8D65769D4B477871 



	Housing cost estimate
	Type of room : Single room with shared facilities

Lavatory / Bathroom facilities : Yes, shared with max. 14 persons
Kitchen : Yes, shared with 14 persons
Washing & drying : Yes, shared with 14 persons, machines operate on coins.
Parking facilities : Yes, on premises ( free parking)
Phone line: No
TV, Internet: Yes, included in price for accommodation

Price for 2 semesters,  per person: € 2860
Price for 1 semester, per person: € 1430

Type accommodation : 3S, shared bedroom and seperate livingroom, for 2 friends, shared facilities
Size in m2 : 30 
Available number of type '3S’ : 8 (16 beds)

Price per year per person : € 2557,50
Price per semester per person : € 1278,75

Type of room : (Tower Room) Single room with shared facilities 
Size in m2 : 14 m2
Available number of type Tower room : 7
Price per year per person : € 3905
Price per semester per person : € 1952,50

	Housing application deadline
	The deadlines for application are May 30 for the first semester and October 31 for the second semester.


Other

	Departments/faculties students are excluded from
	Only open to Arts students

	University academic strengths
	The Netherlands does not have a ranking system for universities, unlike many other countries. However, a range of studies have shown Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam to be one of the best universities in the country. 
At VU Amsterdam, education and research are closely intertwined. High-quality teaching and cutting edge research have given the university a great deal of recognition, enabling it to attract prominent lecturers from within the Netherlands and abroad. 
Since making his space flight, astronaut André Kuipers has taken up a position as Professor of Space Travel and Medicine and lectures on the physics of life. Researchers at VU Amsterdam such as biopsychologist Dorret Boomsma, cancer expert Bob Pinedo and economist Peter Nijkamp have obtained prestigious prizes and subsidy incentives for their groundbreaking work. The world famous clap skate, developed by VU Amsterdam’s human movement scientists, has turned the world of speed skating upside down. And of course we should not forget the appointments of Andrew Tanenbaum (Computer Science) and Gün Semin (Social Psychology) as Academy Professors, an honour that shows these researchers to be among the very best that the Netherlands has to offer.

	Language specifications
	English 

	Three unique aspects of the university
	1) ESN – VUniverse organizes the International Student Introduction Days: 48 hours filled with Amsterdam highlights to give you a fantastic first impression of this beautiful city and its culture.  It doesn’t stop there of course.  Three activities are organized each month, including city trips, an outdoor weekend, theme parties, sports activities and the weekly borrel (drinks night).  ESN – Vuniverse also runs a mentor system in which small groups of international students are assigned to a Dutch mentor who takes part in social activities (e.g. dinners) or helps answer practical questions. 

2) Courses are usually taught in small groups.

3) VU Amsterdam offers an intensive two-week Dutch course (5 days a week, 5 hours a day), held in the month of August.  The course is designed for absolute beginners.  It cost 180 euros and is worth 3 ECTS credits.  

	Website link to admissions info online
	http://www.let.vu.nl/english/students/courses.htm 

	Website link to the grading system
	http://www.let.vu.nl/english/students/courses.htm 

	Average cost of living per semester (room, food, entertainment, books, etc)
	Experience shows that to live and study in the Netherlands for one year costs a student €700-1,000 a month, not including tuition fees and other non-recurring expenses.
Monthly expenses
Rent for housing: €450
Food: €350
Insurance: €40
Public transport: €50
Books: €50
Other costs: €60
Total: €1,000

	Websites for further local information about the city/town university area
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amsterdam ,

http://www.amsterdam.info/tips/touristoffice/, 

http://www.amsterdamtourist.com/ 

	Distance from the nearest major city
	University is located in Amsterdam, population approximately 1.5 million in the greater Amsterdam area


Contact Person

	Preferred person of contact:
	Ms Lieke Stoffelsma – Faculty of Arts contact for international students

	E-mail:
	international@let.vu.nl

	Phone: 
	+31 (0)20 598 6429


Other Fees (approximate as of 2006)

	Housing Deposit
	450 euros

	Residence Permit Fee
	188 euros


