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General information on the campus:  More than a century ago, Furtwangen used to be the center of Black Forest clock making.  The town built a good reputation for quality, and its clocks were known well beyond the region.  More than 150 years ago, the Grand Duke of Baden founded his school of clock-making in Furtwangen.  The school changed and evolved throughout many decades, turning into today’s University of Applied Sciences.

Today, little remains of the original clock-making businesses.  The trade grew into modern enterprises; and now specializes in mechanical, electrical and software engineering; as well as electronics.  The German clock museum is part of the university and helps to keep Furtwangen’s past alive. 

Language of instruction: German/English
Number of students: 3,500


Faculties: Engineering, Science, Business Administration, Computer Science


Educational/grading system: Grades are expressed in whole numbers, ranging from 1 for outstanding work to 5 for insufficient performance.  Decimals are added for greater meaning.

	Grade
	Definition

	1.0 – 1.5
	Very good (rarely achieved)

	1.6 – 2.5
	Good (well above average)

	2.6 – 3.5
	Satisfactory (meets normal requirements)

	3.6 – 4.0
	Sufficient (pass)

	4.1 – 5.0
	Fail (deficient)


City Population: 10,000


Application process: Apply first through your home institution.

Other information: Furtwangen is located in the southern Black Forest region of Germany.  The ground eleveation ranges between 850-1149 meters.  The River Danube’s spring is located at the edge of town and the river (termed Breg at this location) flows through the middle of campus.  If weather permits, the Swiss Alps can be seen from the Brend mountain.  

Semester Dates (for 2006-2007 year)
	Preferred arrival date
	

	Compulsory orientation date
	Two weeks prior to the start of class

	Classes start
	Around October 1 – Feb 15 / March 15 – July 31 

	Break (from- to)
	Dec 24 – Jan 1 / one week around Easter  

	Exams start and finish
	

	Departure date
	


Housing

	Type of student housing available (e.g. University residence halls, share flat)
	Two main student dormitories in Furtwangen. http://www.ghb.fh-furtwangen.de/ or http://www.ask.fh-furtwangen.de/. Contact Studentwerk Freiburg, AuBenstelle Furtwangen, GroBhausberg 6, D-78120 Furtwangen. Tel. +49 (0) 7723 7788.  Also, in Furtwangen, rooms can be found online.  Check out http://www.studentenwerk.uni-freiburg.de/index.php?id=104 and http://www.marktplatz-sbh.de/. 

	Housing cost estimate
	Refundable deposit of €220 plus €175 - €195 monthly and €31 non refundable refurbishment fee.

	Housing application deadline
	At least four months prior to the start of the semester.  


Other

	Departments/faculties students are excluded from
	Only available to Engineering and Computer Science students.

	University academic strengths
	Furtwangen specializes in mechanical, electrical and software engineering; as well as electronics. 

	Language specifications
	Exchange students wanting to take regular lectures usually have to possess adequate knowledge of German, unless enrolled in an academic program that is taught in English.  Students working on an individual project, such as thesis work, do not necessarily have to meet German language standards.  However a basic knowledge of German is essential for social integration and successful mastery of daily tasks, such as shopping, using public transportation etc.

	Three unique aspects of the university
	1) Due to it geographic location, in the mountains of the Black Forest, Furtwangen offers great opportunities for outdoor activities; such as mountain biking, climbing, hiking, snowboarding and skiing.

2) The International Office offers each semester an extensive program of excursions and activities, like trips to Berlin, Munich, Freiburg and Strasbourg, company visits (Daimler/Chrysler, a local brewery), cultural events (Stuttgart Opera) as well as various outdoor activities (cross country skiing, hiking).

3) A two week crash course in German is part of the orientation program.

	Website link to the grading system and admissions info online
	http://www.fh-furtwangen.de/english/international/internationalstudi/?tg=0 

	Average cost of living per semester (room, food, entertainment, books, etc)
	The monthly expenses for room and board, including health insurance is estimated to be €600.  The cost of living in Furtwangen is below that of most other university towns in Germany.

	Websites for further local information about the city/town university area
	Tourist information: http://www.furtwangen.de/servlet/PB/menu/1189564_l2/index.html 

	Distance from the nearest major city
	The city of Freiburg, a town founded in the medieval age is a university town, and can be reached within approximately 45 minutes by car.  The French province of Alsace, the Swiss city of Basel or Lake Konstanz are all close enough to be destinations for day-trips.  


Contact Person

	Preferred person of contact
	

	E-mail
	aaa@fh-furtwangen.de 

	Phone: 
	+ 49 (0) 7723 920 269


Other Fees (approximate as of 2006)

	Enrollment & Registration
	Student services fee 37 euro, exchange students exempt from 40 euro administrative fee 

	Undergraduate degrees
	

	Non-degree programs:
	


