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General information on the campus: Soon to be 35 years old, the University of Picardie has come a long way. It has taken up a twofold challenge:

· to welcome and train more than 21 000 students
· to develop professional training courses which are now recognized on the labour market.
Language of instruction: French

Number of students: 900

Faculties: Open to Biology and Faculty of Forestry & Environmental Management students
Educational/grading system: European Credit Transfer System
City Population: 120,000 inhabitants (including the suburbs)

Application process: After having been accepted by your home institution, you must complete and send the following documents “Formulaire de candidature” and “Contrat d'études,” by the 1st of July, if applying for first semester, or the 1st of December if applying for second semester.  These documents are essential for your admission and term of studies.  
Other information: Troyes, once the regional seat of power for the Counts of Champagne, is a city rich in art and history. The old city centre has kept intact its medieval architecture with its half-timbered houses and Champagne checkerboard façades of alternating dark-red and chalk bricks. The old city centre is known locally as the ‘Champagne Cork’ because of its unusual shape.

While large enough to offer all the facilities of a major commercial and cultural centre (present day Troyes has a vibrant cultural and artistic life, a thriving economy and many sporting activities), Troyes still manages to be a friendly, easy-going and safe place to live. Although Paris is only 90 minutes away, Troyes is also close to some of the most beautiful countryside in the region: one third of the department is forested and it has the highest number of artificial lakes in Eurospe. Just 15 kms away, lies the major natural tourist attraction : the Regional Park of the Forêt d’Orient, a haven for rare plants and wildlife, but equally well-equipped for swimming, boating and jet skiing. The Aube region is also famous for its champagne and wines : its vineyards produce a quarter of all Champagne production. ‘La Route du Champagne’ takes you through charming villages and beautiful countryside.

Semester Dates (for 2005 year)

(dates for 2006, not yet available)

	Preferred arrival date
	Sept 4 - 8

	Compulsory orientation date
	

	Classes start
	Sept 11

	Break (from- to)
	Dec 23 – Jan 7 / April 14 – May 1 

	Exams start and finish
	

	Departure date
	


Housing

	Type of student housing available (e.g. University residence halls, share flat)
	Groupe ESC Troyes has been working in partnership with private landlords for years now. They know us and accept to let their flats to international students. We therefore have the possibility to find furnished accommodation for you, but only after you have sent us back a duly signed accommodation form. 
Room assignments are made for complete five-month semesters or for the whole academic year: the 1st September to 31st January and/or the 1st February to 30th June.

Please note that whilst every effort will be made to meet your requirements, we are unable to guarantee that we can provide you with exactly the type of accommodation you have requested.

Most of the flats we book for you are within walking distance from our School and town center (many are in the historical town center, about 10 minutes walk from the School).

Two options are open to students:

· Option 1 : a flat on your own
· Option 2 : a shared flat with other international students (2 to 6 people) : shared kitchen, bathroom and toilet, private bedrooms. (shared bedrooms available from September  2005)

	Housing cost estimate
	Please note that the 2-month rent deposit will be returned to you at the end of the contract, provided the flat is in good condition. In 2004/05 rents ranged from 260 to 350 € per month per person (+ electricity, if not included).

The mandatory housing insurance is approx. 60 € (for a semester or a year).

Local tax :

At the end of the civil year you will be required to pay local tax of approx. one month rent for the year (whatever the length of your stay).

	Housing application deadline
	Once we receive your accommodation form (deadline June 15th  for fall semester and November 15th  for spring semester), we will assign you a suitable furnished lodging. You will be given your address on arrival and taken to your flat. No change will be possible, as we have a limited number of available rooms.


Other

	Departments/faculties students are excluded from
	

	University academic strengths
	

	Language specifications
	

	Three unique aspects of the university
	1) There are computers reserved for exchange students to check their email, at the International Affairs Office.  There is also a computer lab on campus, and two cyber cafes (one in the library, the other at town centre) that have services available to students for free.

	Website link to admissions info online
	

	Website link to the grading system
	

	Average cost of living per semester (room, food, entertainment, books, etc)
	

	Websites for further local information about the city/town university area
	

	Distance from the nearest major city
	


Contact Person

	Preferred person of contact:
	Katarina Kilani

	E-mail:
	katarina.kilani@u-picardie.fr 

	Phone: 
	33. (0)3.22.82.72.44


Other Fees (approximate as of 2006)

	Enrolment & Registration
	

	Undergraduate degrees
	

	Non-degree programs:
	


