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CONCRETE




ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF CONCRETE…
Dr. Michael Thomas and Dr. Kevin Folliard founded the School of Concrete, Inc. in 2005, with the primary goal of training and educating the concrete industry, State Departments of Transportation (DOTs), and others on topics related to concrete materials and construction.  Drs. Thomas and Folliard have over 35 years of combined experience in the area of cement and concrete research, practice, and education, and they have been very active in transferring this knowledge through workshops, training courses, and technical presentations.  Below are some of the industry courses/seminars presented in recent years by Drs. Thomas and/or Folliard, including efforts before and after the founding of the School of Concrete, Inc.:

Industry Courses/Seminars

Training Courses Developed and Taught (½-day to 3-day courses):

· Federal Highway Administration (1-day course on ASR presented to ten different DOTs)

· Federal Highway Administration (1-day course on Chemical Admixtures presented to three different DOTs) 

· Texas DOT (1-day course on Concrete Durability)

· Lafarge North America (2-day course on Fundamentals of Concrete and Blended Cements, 1½-day course on Alkali-Aggregate Reaction, 1½-day course on Chemical Admixtures)

· Roanoke Cement (1-day course on Chemical Admixtures)

· Structural Engineering Association of Texas (1-day course on Concrete Durability)

· Cement and Concrete Products Institute of Hawaii (1-day course on Chemical Admixtures)

· Portland Cement Association (1-day course on Supplementary Cementing Materials, 1-day course on Aggregates, and 2-day course on Ternary Cements – with M. Wilson of PCA)

· National Highway Institute Concrete Materials Training Course (5-day course on Concrete Technology – with M. Won of Center for Transportation Research)

· American Concrete Institute (1-day course on Supplementary Cementing Materials)

· Grace Construction Products (1-day course on Supplementary Cementing Materials)

· University of Toronto – Professional Development Center (2-day course on Concrete Structures)

· EPFL, Switzerland (5-day course on concrete durability, to be offered June 2007)

Participation in other Concrete Courses or Educational Seminars (1 to 3-hour presentations):

· National Ready-Mixed Concrete Association

· Ready-Mixed Concrete Association of Ontario

· Atlantic Provinces Ready-Mixed Concrete Association

· American Coal Ash Association

· Association of Canadian Industries Recycling Coal Ash (CIRCA)

· Cemex

· ACI/FHWA Seminar Series on Concrete Durability

· CANMET/ACI/FHWA Seminar Series of Use of Pozzolans and Superplasticizers in Concrete

· PCA/ACBM Faculty Enhancement Workshop

· Boral Materials Technologies

· Slag Cement Association

· Euclid

· Concrete Corrosion Inhibitors Association

· EcoSmart Foundation

Other Training Activities

· Developed 6 interactive CD-ROM (distance-learning) Courses for PCA on (i) Fundamentals of Concrete, (ii) Portland Cement, (iii) Supplementary Cementing Materials, (iv) Aggregates, (v) Chemical Admixtures, and (vi) Mixture Proportioning 

· Web-based course on Coal Ash Utilization for the Association of Canadian Industries Recycling Coal Ash

Invited (Guest/Dinner) Speaker

· ACI Western New York Chapter

· ACI Northern Texas Chapter

· ACI Central Texas Chapter

· ACI Greater Michigan Chapter

· ACI Rocky Mountain Chapter

· ACI Austin Chapter

· ACI Ontario Chapter

· ACI Alberta Chapter

· ACI Atlantic Chapter

· New York Construction Materials, Annual Concrete Technical Conference

· Sealant, Waterproofing and Restoration Institute (SWRI)

· Minnesota Concrete Council

· Arizona Pool and Spa Industry

In addition to the industry-based training and education programs described above, Drs. Thomas and Folliard have been highly successful as educators and researchers in academia.  

Dr. Thomas is a Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering at the University of New Brunswick (UNB) and a registered Professional Engineer in the province of New Brunswick.  He has been working in the field of cement and concrete research since 1983.  Prior to joining UNB in 2002 he had been on faculty at the University of Toronto since 1994 and previous to this he worked as concrete materials engineer with Ontario Hydro in Canada and as a research fellow with the Building Research Establishment in the UK.  Dr. Thomas’s main research interests are concrete durability and the use of industrial by-products including pozzolans and slag.  His studies on durability have included alkali-silica reaction, delayed ettringite formation, sulfate attack, deicer-salt scaling, carbonation, chloride ingress and embedded steel corrosion.  He is also active in the area of service-life modeling, and in the repair and maintenance of concrete structures.  He has authored more than 100 technical papers and reports on these subjects, and is a co-author of the service-life model, Life-365.  Dr. Thomas is active on technical committees within the American Concrete Institute (ACI), ASTM, RILEM, and the Canadian Standards Association.  He was a recipient of the ACI’s Wason Medal for Materials Research in 1997, the ACI Construction Practice Award in 2001 and was elected to a Fellow of ACI in 2006.

Dr. Folliard is an Associate Professor and Austin Industries Endowed Faculty Fellow in the Department of Civil Engineering at the University of Texas at Austin.  Prior to joining the faculty at the University of Texas at Austin in September, 1999, Dr. Folliard was an Assistant Professor at the University of Delaware, and previous to this, he worked for W.R. Grace & Co. in Cambridge, Massachusetts as a Research Associate Engineer.  He was responsible for the research and development of various concrete admixtures.  During his employment at W.R. Grace & Co., he received the Vision Award in 1996, as well as a Research Recognition Award in the same year.  Dr. Folliard’s main research interests are in the area of concrete durability, including alkali-silica reaction, delayed ettringite formation, sulfate attack, and frost attack.  He founded the Concrete Durability Center at the University of Texas at Austin in 2001.  He is Secretary of Committee 201 (Durability of Concrete).  He was awarded the prestigious ACI Young Member Award for Professional Achievement in 2002 and was elected a Fellow of ACI in 2003.  

